A good leader needs friends…

I've heard this quote many times: "Friendship is the hardest thing in the world to explain. It's not something you learn in school. But if you haven't learned the meaning of friendship, you really haven't learned anything."

I have friends whom I've known since I was a little - friends from college, friends who started out as business contacts, friends who share my passion for community service, and friends I met last week. And they all have one thing in common: We like each other for what we are, not what we want each other to be.

Greek philosopher Socrates was asked, "What is the most beneficial thing a person can acquire?" He answered, "A friend who gives sincere advice."

I am fortunate to have friends who aren't afraid to ruffle my feathers when it comes to advice. If I need to adjust my attitude, alter my course, back off or move forward, I have friends who will tell me. And because I value their friendship, I listen. And I will return the favor, if necessary. And we will remain friends because friendship is like a bank account: You cannot continue to draw on it without making deposits.

Friendship must have been a hot topic among the Greek philosophers. A century later, Aristotle viewed friendship among the highest virtues. It was an essential element in a full, virtuous, and worthwhile life. He identified three kinds of friendship:

· Friendship of pleasure—two people are wonderfully happy in each other's company. 
· Friendship of utility—two people assist one another in everyday aspects of life. 
· Friendship of virtue—two people mutually admire one another and will be on best behavior in order not to jeopardize their relationship. 
We need all three kinds of friends. Chances are we have some in each category, as well as friends who meet all the criteria.  

Nourish those relationships, and continue to “grow” your leadership skills.  PI Leadership Coordinator Rhona Baca’s weekly tips are being posted on the District website.  You will also find an updated version of the Leadership 101 PowerPoint there. 

See you at Fall Council,

Kathy Elevier, Leadership Co-Leader

